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Social Work Practice Week
RECORDING

In accordance with GDPR, we are requesting your consent to record this session.

To consent, please type “I agree” and send in the chat function at the bottom right of your screen.

For those who do not consent to recording

Please make the facilitator aware at the beginning of the session.

“What will the video be used for?”

The video will be made available for people to view that were unable to 
attend the original session.

“How long will the video be available?”
The video will be kept for a maximum of 1-year. 

“What happens if you want to withdraw consent at a later date?”

Please contact Workforcedevelopment@middlesbrough.gov.uk who will 

remove the video from its platforms.

mailto:Workforcedevelopment@middlesbrough.gov.uk?subject=Recording%20Consent


About Cafcass

• Cafcass represents children in family court cases in England. 
We independently advise the family courts about what is safe 
for children and in their best interests. We put their needs, 
wishes and feelings first, making sure that children’s voices are 
heard at the heart of the family court setting. Operating within 
the law set by Parliament (Criminal Justice and Court Services 
Act 2000) and under the rules and directions of the family 
courts, we are independent of the courts, social services, 
education and health authorities and all similar agencies.
Our duty is to safeguard and promote the welfare of children 
going through the family justice system, supporting over 
140,000 children every year by understanding their 
experiences and speaking up for them when the family 
court makes critical decisions about their futures.

• We work with children involved in three main areas; 

• divorce and separation, sometimes called ‘private law’, 
where parents or carers can’t agree on arrangements for 
their children

• care proceedings, sometimes called ‘public law’, where 
social services have serious concerns about the safety or 
welfare of a child

• adoption, which can be either public or private law.



Tools don’t 
replace 
professional 
judgement, but 
they can help 
strengthen 
decision making 
and analysis 

• We use our Child Impact Assessment Framework 

• This includes tools for assessing and tools to engage children in direct work. 

• Whilst we primarily use these tools in our private law work, they are also used to inform 
our public law work. 

• Domestic abuse where children have been harmed directly or indirectly, for 
example from the impact of coercive control.

• Conflict which is harmful to the child such as a long-running court case or mutual 
hostility between parents which can become intolerable for the child.

• Child refusal or resistance to spending time with one of their parents or carers 
which may be due to a range of justified reasons or could be an indicator of the 
harm caused when a child has been alienated by one parent against the other for 
no good reason.

• Other forms of harmful parenting due to factors like substance misuse or parental 
mental health difficulties where these are assessed as harmful to the child.



What is happening for this child?

Case factors
As you gather information select one or more of the relevant case factors and use the 

tools and guidance to  deepen your understanding of the child’s experience
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The CIAF can be accessed here:

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/grown-ups/professionals/ciaf

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/grown-ups/professionals/ciaf


Domestic abuse where children have been 
harmed directly or indirectly, for example 

from the impact of coercive control.



Safe Contact 
Indicator 

• https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/
download/6637/

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/6637/


To DAPP or not to DAPP? 

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/6641/

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/6641/


Assessment 
of coercive 

control

• https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/10109/

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/10109/




Distinguishing 
domestic abuse 
and harmful 
conflict 

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/10117/ 





https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/12501/







SCODA: Risk assessment for parental drug use – CSE Screening tool





https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/download/10145/



Specific Public law 
tools







How it looks to  me - This tool is 
designed for practitioners to work 

through sequentially, gradually 
building up to talk about potentially 
more distressing aspects of a child’s 
life. It can be used as part of a wider 
safety assessment and analysis and 
can be disclosed to the court in its 
own right as a record of what the 

child has said. The practitioner 
guidance provides some more 

information about how this tool 
should be used.







My plan
& Letter to 
the Judge 



I’ll go first is a 
tool to use in 
direct work 
with children 
and 
disabilities 



Always 
consider 
child impact 

Irrespective of what 
level of involvement 

you have with a family 
or the level of 

concerns, always think 
about the impact on 

the child?

At each stage reflect 
and think, do the 

children understand 
why I’m involved, what 

do the children want 
to happen next, do 

they understand what I 
think should happen? 

Help parents to 
understand the impact 

their behaviour can 
have on their children

Embed direct work in 
your reports/ 

statements etc. Bring 
the child to life, it’s all 

about them




